Michigan Garden Clubs Award Requirements

For all MGC awards follow the guidelines for NGC awards. Prepare Books of Evidence for only those awards which are required by NGC to have one.  For most NGC and All MGC awards an Award Summary is all that is required. Send Books of Evidence and Award Summary’s to the MGC Awards Chairman Bobbie Quick, 2442 Dick St., Niles, MI 49120-9362, 269-684-7772  Email bquick50@gmail.com 

.

 APPLICATION FORMS:  NGC has a NEW application form and procedure for applying for awards.  The application form contains topics to be addressed along with any supporting photographs.
· There is a three (3) page limit, using only the front of the page.

· Binders and vinyl sheet protectors are no longer required or allowed. 

· Applications will not be returned.  Exceptions noted.

· Applications may be submitted electronically to the State Awards Chairman and National Awards Chairman where applicable.

· Forms are available on the NGC website, www.gardenclub.org /MGC website, www.michigangardenclubs.org and from State Awards Chair bquick50@gmail.com , IA Awards Chairman, Flower Show Achievement Awards Chairman, or Award of Excellence Chairman.
· This NEW application form should not be used for Awards of Excellence or Flower Show Achievement Awards.
When the same project is eligible for various awards: Submitting exact duplication of Books of Evidence or Awards Summary is not acceptable. The text should be written to address the award requirements. Ex.: Landscaping the public library could be entered as #1 Civic Achievement and text would address the benefit to community, low maintenance for city, and interaction with other civic groups. The same project could also be entered for #49 Community Landscape Design with emphasis on the landscape plan, work of members with designer, choice of plants, execution of design, etc.

CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION

MGC#1 Civic Beautification – Michigan Award of Merit may be awarded to a garden club or clubs for the planting of annuals and/or perennials that beautify a public area.

MGC#2 Civic Beautification with Wildflowers and Native Plants – Michigan Award of Merit may be awarded to a garden club for planting wildflowers and/or native plants that beautify a public area.
HORTICULTURE

MGC#3 Horticulture – Michigan Award of Merit to a club/individual which is outstanding in promoting and stressing horticulture by participating in two or more of the following horticultural practices: 

1. Growing plants under artificial light.

2. Pest control avoiding hard pesticides.

3. Placing permanent labels on plant material in areas used by the public.

4. Other-field trip, memorial garden, public workshops.

MGC#4 Horticulture – Certificate of Appreciation to a district, club or individual member of a garden club for outstanding achievement in either of the following:

1. An outstanding educational activity to promote good horticultural practice.

2. 2. Overall excellence and a well balanced program for the year in horticultural activities. Include program yearbook. 

MGC#5 Liberty Hyde Bailey Award to the club which has contributed the most comprehensive offering in any phase of horticulture. May be given to the club applying for one of the above Horticulture awards.
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

MGC#6 Elsie Cook Award for Landscape Design – Michigan Award of Merit to a small, medium and large member garden club which has made the most significant contribution in providing, planning, for one of the following completed projects: commercial property, church, hospital, library, civic center, park, waterfront, other.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MGC#7 Photography – Michigan Award of Merit to the club or individual member which presents the best set of 5 vertical or horizontal 5”x7” color prints suitable for use by Michigan Gardens Clubs, Inc. on MGC’s Website or other promotional uses, photographer will be credited. Entry should be accompanied by a typewritten commentary keyed to pictures. Plant material in artistic designs as well as prominent trees or plants should be identified using common and botanical names. Photos will be retained by Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc.  Submit entries in an Envelope, put one copy of the Application inside with the photos and the Commentary describing photos and plant identification, glue the second copy of the Application on the outside of the envelope. ( No BOE or Summary needed)

WORKING WITH YOUTH AWARDS

MGC #8 Ecoteer and Ecoteen (Jr. and Intermediate Gardening) – Michigan Award of Merit to the registered junior or intermediate clubs, and their sponsoring senior club, which is outstanding in carrying on a balanced gardening program. Include yearbooks of both clubs.

MGC#9 The Caroline Gray Award of Merit sponsored by the Kalamazoo Garden Council. A $50.00 award to one small, to one medium and to one large garden club participating in an outstanding project with school-age children in the area of horticulture, nature study, conservation, flower arranging, beautification or civic concern
PUBLICATIONS

MGC #10 Educational Articles – Michigan Award of Merit to a club, or group of clubs having the most outstanding 13 consecutive weeks of high-caliber educational articles on various aspects of gardening published by a newspaper. Must use the MGC by-line; must have 5 or more members participating in writing articles. Dated copies of articles must accompany presentation.

MGC #11 Feature Article – Michigan Award of Merit for the best feature article of approximately 1000 words by an individual member of a Michigan Garden Club published in a newspaper or periodical other than MGC Newsletter.
DECORATIVE DESIGN/HORTICULTURE DISPLAYS

MGC #12  Marge McGoff  Decorative Design–Michigan Award of Merit for decorative design in a building/homes open to the public sponsored by one or more clubs, a district or an individual member. A worthy floral display or arrangements using plant material with accessories permitted as a community project for special occasions (ie: Holiday home tour or celebration etc.) Include description of display, photography, length of time for viewing, number participating, publicity. The first place club will receive $50.

MGC #13 Holland Garden Club Horticulture/Design Display-Award of Merit for a display of Horticulture and or Design in a public building such as a library, art center, museum, city hall, etc.

A. New display on a weekly basic through out the year. First Place to receive $100.
B. A new display on a monthly basis through out the year. First Place to receive $100.
ENVIRONMENTAL

MGC #14 Environmental Award-Michigan Award of Merit may be awarded for:

The Best Project promoting conservation, recycling, other environmental concerns

The Best Educational Environmental Program for club meeting, District Meeting, or other type of meeting. 
TRIBUTE TO A GARDEN CLUB MEMBER
Award of Honor to recognize outstanding contributions by an Individual. Send to MGC Awards Chairman Bobbie Quick, 2442 Dick St., Niles, MI 49120-9362 269-684-7772 Email: bquick50@gmail.com by November 1.  
This award is to honor our members whose volunteer efforts, during a period of five or more years have made outstanding contributions to club and community in one or more of the following areas: Civic Development, Conservation, Design, Garden Therapy, Horticulture, Landscape Design, Youth Activities, All-around Excellence. Book of Evidence is not to exceed 6 pages, typed and secured in a folder. Include: 1. A short typed description of nominee’s accomplishments. 2. Title page to include: a. Name of State Federation and Central Region; b. Area/s of nominee’s contribution; c. Name, complete address and phone number of nominee and nominee’s garden club/s; d. sponsoring club including club President’s name, mailing address and signature. 3. Supporting information to include: a. Maximum 2-page outline listing accomplishments of nominee including offices and chairmanships held; b. A picture of nominee (minimum 3”x5”, preferable 5”x7” of good quality for reproduction. To prevent damage to the picture, place data on an adhesive white label adhered to surface. Place picture in self-addressed envelope and enclose in left pocket of folder. Do not seal. 

YOUTH AWARDS

Refer to The National Gardener, Fall Issue for NGC Awards and send to MGC Youth Activities Chairman (Debra Zilka, 36801 Porter St., Romulus, MI 48103-9448 734-426-5736, Email: dizilka@earthlink.net).  Rules for entries and selection of each school’s winner may be obtained from the MGC Youth Activities Chairman. NGC Flower Show Award #47 is for junior gardeners and is to be sent to the MGC Flower Show Advice and Awards Chairman. 

YA #1 Ecoteer (Junior) Gardening Yearbook – Michigan Award of Merit to the registered junior or intermediate garden club which prepares and submits a yearbook to be judged in the following membership categories: 1. Clubs under 25 members; 2. Clubs 25-75 members; 3. Clubs of 75 or more members. (Debra Zilka, 36801 Porter St., Romulus, MI 48103-9448 734-426-5736, Email: dizilka@earthlink.net).  Due December 1.

YA #2 Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl Poster Contest – Open to all youth. (Debra Zilka, 36801 Porter St., Romulus, MI 48103-9448 734-426-5736, Email: dizilka@earthlink.net).  Due January 15.

YA #3 High School Speech/Essay Contest MGC (Debra Zilka, 36801 Porter St., Romulus, MI 48103-9448 734-426-5736, Email: dizilka@earthlink.net).  

Due December 1.
YEARBOOK AWARDS

Send one copy of the Program/Yearbook to each of the following:

Nancy Stark    President    1801 Sylvan Lane, Midland, 48640-6760   989-835-2394 nstark1801@aol.com 

Deannie Picciotti  1st Vice President/membership  2394 Sunset Bluff Dr, Holland, 49424-2235
616-399-2323
dmp77@charter.net
Send Two Copies of the Program/Yearbook to:

Your District Director.  Yearbooks MUST include TWO copies of the application form as required by NGC and MGC.

FLOWER SHOW ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

Send to Flower Show Advice & Awards Chairman Dolores Stouwie 2601 Britton Ct.SE, Grand Rapids, 49546-5509 616-949-5825  dolores.stouwie@sbcglobal.net             NGC Flower Show Achievement Awards:  See Handbook for Flower Shows, 2007 edition   and revised requirement for NGC and MGC Flower Show Achievement Awards: found in  the 2011-2013 NGC award requirement document 

If there is a corresponding NGC Award, it is listed: (NGC #) after the award title. Only one book of evidence from the MGC, Inc. entries will be sent to NGC for each National Flower Show Award (ONLY ONE BOOK OF EVIDENCE IS REQUIRED FROM YOUR FLOWER SHOW—MGC Awards Chair will prepare your book for NGC consideration.)
Buttercup Award: A small standard show given by one garden club. Award sponsored by MAAJ: First Place in each category will receive $50:  Small Size Club (under 29 members) Medium Size Club (30-99 members) Large Size Club (over 100 members).

Daffodil Award (NGC #25): A Petite Standard Flower Show of Miniature and/or Small Exhibits.

Eden Award: A standard show given by one or more garden clubs for the first time or applying after a 7-year hiatus.

Holly and Ivy (NGC #22): Standard show given by one club or group of clubs; show must feature the spirit of the holidays using a minimum of artificial decorative materials and NO artificial flowers or foliage. Three or more educational and/or youth exhibits are required.

Michigan Gold (NGC #5): May be awarded to each of four clubs based on membership, no club may win more often than every other year.
a. Fewer than 21 (one or more educational and/or youth exhibits)

b. 21-49 (two or more educational and/or youth exhibits)

c. 59-99 (three or more educational and/or youth exhibits)

d. 100 or more (four or more exhibit)

Nancy R. Passfield Schedule Award $25.00. All entries considered for the best standard show schedule.

Apple Blossom (NGC #17A): Standard show given by one or more garden clubs held in a home or homes with a tour of two or more gardens. Three or more educational and/or youth exhibits are required.

Pink Placement (NGC #17B): Standard show given by one garden club, held in a home or homes. Garden tour NOT required. One or more educational and/or youth exhibits are required. 

Blue and Gold (NGC #18A): Standard show given by a council (association, circle) of MGC clubs. Five or more clubs must exhibit the show. Not awarded to same council in two consecutive years. Three or more educational and/or youth exhibits are required.

Green and White (NGC #35): Standard show sponsored by two or more MGC clubs located geographically near each other. Three or more educational and/or youth exhibits are required.

Robin Award: A standard show emphasizing better staging and new varieties
Cherry Blossom Award:  The best educational exhibit in a standard show.

Bronze Award for Social Situations: Standard show staged in a nursing home, school for special education, veteran’s hospital, etc. 

Copper Award: Youth division in a standard show (junior, intermediate or high school).

Red, White and Blue (NGC #21): Standard show given by one or more MGC clubs located geographically near each other. Theme of the show must have been patriotic in terms of advancement of Americanism. The flag of the United States of America shall have been correctly and prominently displayed as a feature of the show. Exhibitors shall not be limited to the use of so called patriotic colors (red, white and blue) in the entries. All colors and values shall be permitted. The show must have been given and staged by the clubs that apply for the award. The show must feature the spirit of patriotic traditions, using a minimum of artificial decorative materials and NO artificial flowers or foliage. Three or more educational and/or youth exhibits are required.

Lavender Lace (NGC #57): Standard show given by one of more MGC club held in a public building, such as: historically preserved home, museum, church, business district, shopping center, mall, housing development, world, state or county fairs, furniture stores or other suitable commercial public buildings. Garden tour(s) may be included. Shows may have a patriotic or Christmas theme. Three or more educational and/or youth exhibits are required.

Red Rosette (NGC #30): Standard flower show given by a district of a state garden club, all of whose clubs are members of NGC. 75% of the clubs in the District must exhibit in the show. Only one application may be made by each state. A district is defined as an area within a radius of close proximity, established by a state garden club for organizational purposes and including an indefinite number of clubs. Four educational and/or youth exhibits are required.

Before the Show: 2 months before show: Send a letter or email to Flower Show Advice & Awards Chairman naming the award desired. 

6 weeks before: Email a working schedule before the final printing. It will be returned by email with suggested changes. Need only be draft of schedule and need not include committees, point scoring, etc. 30 days prior to show: Send list of the judges. The evaluating judges’ panel will be chosen by the Flower Show Chairman and forms sent directly to the panel. 

After the Show: The evaluating panel will tell the flower show chairman if the show qualifies for an award. A state award must receive 90 points; if 95 or better it may be eligible for a NGC award and will automatically be forwarded by the Flower Show Awards Chairman.

FLOWER SHOW BOOKS OF EVIDENCE Only one Book of Evidence is needed. The deadline for the Book of Evidence is November 1. Send to the Michigan Flower Advice & Awards Chair: Requirements as published in Handbook for Flower Shows, 2007 edition.
Cover: Outside label showing the award name and number, name/s of the sponsoring clubs, city and state. Application form permanently attached to inside the front cover and a duplicate form attached with paper clip. Form must be completely filled out. Include only items needed.

Pages: Maximum 20 sides (10 pages). Number pages, liberal margins, neat spacing of material and no loose items.

Contents: Title Page and Table of Contents: Show name of state, award name, name of applicant with address of club, council, district or state. Give address of club president or district director, total membership at time of the show, number of members exhibiting, number of non-members exhibiting. Give brief description of show (type of show, size, scope – 300 words or less. List items in Table of Contents by page number.

Show Data: A NGC Standard Flower Show Achievement Award Data Sheet is to be completed and follow the show description. This is available from the Flower Show Advice & Award Chairman.

Schedule: Place one copy in inside back folder pocket.

Photographs: Include pictures without people. Adequate pictures of the horticulture, design, Special Exhibits and theme staging will reflect the quality of the show. Pictures of Top NGC Award winning exhibits are needed. Winning horticulture exhibits may be grouped together. Label each picture and work the descriptions of the photographs into the book.

Descriptions: Descriptions of Educational Exhibits with titles should be included. If copies of handout materials are included, they must not be bulky. Show how Youth Groups or other Sponsored groups participated. List educational exhibits if space permits. Describe staging, unusual features, etc.

Judges: List judges and status. If plant society or specialist judges participated in judging, list their status.

Publicity: Include clippings from newspaper or other publications with name for newspaper and the date of publication. At least one is required, either before or after the show.

Distinction: Evidence of creative staging, unity and special features of the show.

Conformance: Conformance to the above outline.

Scoring: Book of Evidence determines 25 points. Score on evaluation sheet determines 75 points.
Miriam Petrides Gardening Award

The following information must be submitted to the Michigan Consultants Council President by Nov. 1st)

     $100 will be awarded to the garden club member for an outstanding garden within the home landscape developed by the member. The garden must show overall excellence and skill in design, plant selection, growth and maintenance. 

     A Book of Evidence is not required. Send the following: MGC Award Application, Garden sketch/plan, labeled pictures (limit 10), a one page narrative to include: general description of the garden and plants grown, seasonal changes in bloom, color rotation of the garden, etc. 

     The garden will be evaluated at prime maturity by a panel of three Gardening Consultants or two Gardening Consultants or two Gardening Consultants and a Landscape Design Consultant or Gardening Study Student. Their NGC evaluations and comments will be sent directly to the MCC President after completing the evaluation. Use the following scale to create forms for judging:

Scale of points for M. Petrides Award

20 points -- Overall Year-Round Appearance 

20 points -- Garden Design (Unity 5, Environmentally suited 5, Placement of components 5, Appropriate of components 5) 

40 points -- Plant Material (Selection/Suitability 10, placement 5, Quality /Condition 5, Maturity 10, Bloom and Color Rotation 10) 

10 points -- Maintenance

100 points TOTAL
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