MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF ACCREDITED JUDGES

of the National Garden Clubs, Inc.

BYLAWS

Organized 1952

ARTICLE 1 – NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Michigan Association of Accredited Judges of The National Garden Clubs, Inc.  It is formed within the framework of The Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. and is subsidiary to that body.

ARTICLE II – OBJECT

The object of this organization shall be:

a. to interpret the standardized judging rules of The National Garden Clubs., Inc. and to keep its members informed on changes.

b. to promote sound ethics in judging

c. to promote advanced study in horticulture, flower arrangement and flower show procedure

d. to support the Flower Show Symposiums of The Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. to provide advanced education as required by National Garden Clubs., Inc.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Section l   The membership shall consist of the following classes:

a. Voting Members

1. Active
a. Blue Ribbon Status

b.  Non Blue ribbon Status

b.   Non-Voting Members


       1. Retired Associate
2. Honorary
3. Master Judge Emeritus

Section 2.  Active and voting members shall be judges accredited by The National Garden Clubs, Inc. in good Standing   Active members must have active membership in a Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. garden club.
a. Blue Ribbon Judges shall be those active members who during the past fiscal year have met the requirements for such status established by the Association.

b. Non Blue Ribbon Judges shall be those Active members who have not met the requirements for Blue Ribbon Judges status during the fiscal year.

Section 3.  Honorary members, Master Judges emeritus and Associate Retired Judges are non-voting members no longer in “Good Standing” with national Garden Clubs, Inc. and shall not be required to pay dues.
a. Honorary members shall be members that served the organization in outstanding capacity 

      for many years and whom the Executive Board has approved.

b. Master Judges Emeritus are members, accredited Master Judges, who are no longer in

“Good Standing” under National Garden Clubs, Inc.

c. Associated Retired members are Life or Master Judges approved by the Executive Board 

who are unable to continue in an active capacity.
Section 4.  The membership of this organization will continue only six months following expiration date of certificate.  National Garden Clubs, Inc. can grant a special extension of certificate through application to the MGC Credentials Chairman.

ARTICLE IV – DUES

Section 1.  The fiscal year of this organization shall be from June 1 to May 31.
Section 2.  Dues are payable in the even numbered year on or before March and become delinquent after May 1.

Section 3.  A member who has not paid dues to the 2n Vice President by May 1 shall receive a written notice from the 2nd Vice President, advising that the member will be dropped for non-payment of dues if payment is not made within 30 days.  Members who are delinquent after May 31 shall be dropped from the membership and forfeit voting privileges.

Section 4.   Meetings for the election of officers shall be held biannually in the odd numbered years.

Section 5.   Dues are determined by Article XII Amendments. 

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Section 1.  Regular meetings shall be held twice a year. Dates shall be set by the President after consultation with the Executive Board, clearance with the MGC Calendar Chairman and not conflict in program content with the MGC Flower Show Symposium or the Flower Show Schools.

Section 2.  Meetings for the election of officers shall be held biennially in the odd numbered years.
Section 3.  Special meetings may be called by the President or upon the writing request of ten members.  Written notice shall be sent two weeks prior to the proposed meeting date.  The business of the meeting should be stated in the call.  No other business may be transacted.

Section 4.  A Quorum shall consist of:

a. Regular meetings:  One third of the voting membership

b. Special meetings:  Four officers and 20 active members

c. Executive Board: Seven members 

ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1.  The officers of this organization shall be:  President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, 

Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and Historian.
Section 2.  The President shall appoint the following:

a. Finance Chairman

b. Any other Chairman she deems necessary to promote the Object of the Association.

Section 3.  The immediate Past President shall serve as advisory officers and Nominating Committee Chairman for 2 years.

Section 4.  The Executive Board Shall:

a. Consist of the officers, Immediate Past President, and the following MGC Chairmen-Floral 

      Design Study, Flower Show Schools, Flower Show Symposiums, Flower Show Judges

      Credentials.  The MGC President shall serve as an ex-officio member.

b. Coordinate and supervise the affairs and funds of the Association, approve all Association 

committee chairmen appointments and members of the Nominating Committee.

ARTICLE VII – ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Section 1.  A Nominating Committee shall be composed of:

a. A chairman who is the immediate Past President, or if unable to serve, a chairman is
appointed by the Executive Board.

b. Two members, appointed by the President after the second meeting of the President’s term

of office.

c. Members must come from different Districts.

Section 2.  This committee shall present in writing a slate of nominees for officers of the Association to serve for two years, by including the proposed slate in the call letter 30 days prior to the biennial meetings.  Nominations may be made from the floor.
Section 3.  No members shall be eligible to serve in the same office for more than two years, except the Treasurer and Historian for the maximum of 4 consecutive years. 
Section 4.  Should a vacancy occur in elective office, the President, with the approval of the Executive Board, shall fill the vacancy by naming a member to hold the office until the next election.

Section 5  Officers and Chairmen  shall transfer to their successor all material and records pertaining to their office, within thirty days.  
ARTICLE VIII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.  The President shall:

a. preside at all meetings of the Association and Executive Board

b. serve as ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee

c. represent the organization at such meetings as will fall to this office.

d. appoint a Nominating Committee and such other chairmen as may be necessary to carry out the activities of the Association.

Section 2.  The First Vice President shall:

a    assist the President

b.   in absence of the President, preside at the meetings of the Association and Executive Board

c.   serve as program chairman and arrange for appropriate meeting places for the Association.

d.   submit all program information to “MGC Newsletter ” and other publications

e.   select a gift for the out-going President and present it from the Association at the last 
      Association meeting of the President’s term of office.  Amount to be determined by
      the budget.

Section 3  The Second Vice President shall:

a.   in absence of the First Vice-President, preside at the meetings of the Association and 
      Executive Board and be available for special assignments at the request of the President

b.   serve as Membership Chairman, sending dues notice to members and collecting dues.

   .  Provide copies of the membership list for the Corresponding Secretary and the Treasurer

c.    provide the Association name tags for meetings and symposia and keep tags between 
      meetings. Order nametags for new members after payment of dues or replacement
      name tags after receipt of fee. 

d.   take the written attendance at all meetings
e.   send invitations to newly accredited judges to join the Association and send a copy of 
      the Bylaws to new members after payment of dues.

f..   order nametags for new members after payment of dues and order replacement name tags
      after receipt of fee. 

Section 5.  The Recording Secretary shall:

a. keep the minutes of the Association and Executive Board meetings.

b. send copies of the Executive Board minutes to Board members, with in one month of the meeting.

c. keep a separate Book of Motions, recording in chronological order.

Section 6.   The Corresponding Secretary shall:

a. conduct all correspondence as directed by the President, the Executive Board and the Association.

b. read all correspondence at meetings

c. send out notices of meetings to all members and student judges at least four weeks in advance

d. send a note of condolence to the family of a deceased member or to a members whose spouse or child is deceased.
e. keep a Memorial Book of deceased members (s) noting status and date of death.

f. provide a memorial service recognizing deceased member(s) once a year at a general meeting.
Section 7. The Treasurer shall:

a.   have charge of all money and pay bills upon order of the Executive Board.

b.   report at all Executive Board and Judges Council meetings and provide a complete 
      financial statement at the biennial meeting. 
      c.    for each Flower Show School Course, send to the scholarship recipient the registration fee
 according to MAAJ Flower Show School Scholarship Guidelines.
      d.   send, in memory of deceased member (Active, master Judge emeritus, Associate Retired
Judge, Honorary Judge) as determined by the MGC Scholarship Fund.  

Section 8.  The Historian shall compile a history of the Judges Council in a scrape book composed of all publicity, copies of programs, records, and any other material of interest. 
Section 9   A Parliamentarian may be appointed at the discretion of the President.
ARTICLE IV – COMMITTEES

Section 1. The Nominating Committee shall be composed of the Immediate Past President as Chairman and 2 members appointed from different districts by the President.

Section 2.  The Finance Committee shall be composed of President, Treasurer, Finance Chairman, and First Vice President.  The Committee will prepare a yearly budget for approval at the fall meeting.

ARTICLE X – BIENNIAL REPORTS

All offices and chairman of Standing Committees shall present type written reports in triplicate at the biennial Association Meeting, to be placed on file with the President, the Recording Secretary and in the Officer/Chairman’s file.

ARTICLE XI –FOUNDERS’ GROUP

The association shall be known as the Founders’ Group should another organization be formed.
ARTICLE XII –AMENDMENTS

The Bylaws may be amended by two-thirds majority of active members present, provided written notice has been given to each member at least four weeks prior to the meeting
ARTICLE XIII – PARLIMENTARY AUTHORITY

Robert’s Rules of Order, current revision, shall be the accepted authority governing this Association.

Revisions Committee: Marlene Glotfelty, Chris Rochman, Mary Pulick, Marie Smith

Approved: June 24, 2008 
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