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Holiday Greetings to my Garden Friends,

Driving many miles across Michigan this fall has been a kaleido-
scope of colors. And as always | experience that homey attitude that
it is wonderful to live in Michigan where change is always happening.

Harvest Gathering throughout the State was very successful and
thank you for sharing just a bit from your cupboard to fill the tummies
of children and families who are less fortunate. This will be an ongo-
ing project for next fal.l but
the year.

Thank you Deannie Picciotti and Lynn Miller, co-chairs for the 2011

‘; Central Region Convention held at the Crowne Plaza in Grand Rap-
|lids in October. The members of the Convention Committee are also
|| commended for their hard work. Thank you, Robin Courtright, for

chairing the Tri-Refresher at Meijer Gardens. Both events were ex-
ceptional and the visit of our National President, Shirley Nicolai,
made the CR Convention very special for our own CR Director, Flor-

| ence Smith. This president was proud to accept the Central Region

First Place #5 Award for the greatest number of designs in the Vision
of Beauty 2011 Calendar. Great job and thank you to the designers!
As you clean up the gardens, put away all the tools of our trade,
and settle in for the holidays,
made our communities beautiful this past growing season. | com-
mend every member that helped plant, water, and weed those com-
munity gardens and harvested produce to be given to local kitchens
and food distribution centers. Flowers appeared in public spaces.
Garden wal ks provided an opport
of |l oved gardens. Gat hering ne
gardens. Thank you! At the September Board of Directors meeting,
Karen Jencks, District |, was appointed and ratified as 4" Vice Presi-
dent. At the November Board of Directors, several appointments

were made by this President.
page 4.
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Soil, Whatisit. . ?

Ronnie Dush, Horticulture Chairperson

So you spent last winter looking
through the garden catalogs looking
for the best new seeds to plant.
Then in the spring you went to the local garden shop; [fi& =
you picked out your flower and garden transplants. ||
Then after planting them in your garden(s) and sitting [f .
back you planned on all the good times you were go- |- &
ing to have eating the produce from your efforts while || ;i <=
enjoying a beautiful arrangement of flowers. The only
thing is the produce did not taste as good as you
thought it should and the flowers never really blossom [k
as large and colorful as the catalogs showed them to
be. What went wrong?

Most gardeners spend hours and large sums of money gardening, but seldom check the condition of their

garden soil . Soi |, eart h, or dirt as i tos also kno
ent all gardeners have to know and understand to be successful. Cultivating the soil can be one of the gar-

dener6s tremendous pleasures. I f you are not bl es
Agrowingodo good soil as you do catering to the needs

where in between, you can make it better by adding organic matter, minerals, and fertilizer. Of these three,
organic matter is the ingredient that will turn frustrating soil into black gold. Organic matter is decomposed
pl ant materi al tihsiidky soilyparticlss left lmehirfd bftemiving things decay. Organic matter
and humus will i mprove any soil s structure.

Minerals work as both soil amendments and fertilizers. Because they are basically pulverized rock, they
condition the soil slowly, over a period of several months or even years. Some of these minerals include the
foll owi ng: mi cronutrients, potassi um, and cl ay. Lim
micronutrients. Greensand is a good source of slow-release potassium. Gypsum supplies calcium and
breaks up compacted, heavy clay. Rock phosphate enriches the soil with slow-release phosphorus that per-
sists in the soil for up to five years. Soil sulfur lowers the pH of alkaline soil.

Enriching your soil with soil amendments and ferti/l
there is an important difference between the two types of materials. Things you add to your soil to improve
its texture, drainage and overall quality are called soil amendments (minerals). Soil amendments may contain
no actual plant nutrients or they may be low in major nutrients yet well endowed with minor nutrients. Fertiliz-
ers provide nutrients that plants can use when they need them, but they do not necessarily improve the qual-
ity of the soil. Most organic fertilizers T including manure and cottonseed meal T are both fertilizers and soil
amendments. After the plant nutrients they provide are gone, they persist in the soil as organic matter.

Mo s t of us gardener s -PaKroe ifnantiodmnaerr cwiatlh ftebret iAN zer s:
and potassium (K). But these three represent only half of the major nutrients a plant requires in relatively
large amounts. The other major nutrients are sulfur, calcium, and magnesium. All are necessary for the kind
of strong, healthy growth that results in bountiful crops and beautiful ornamentals.

The soil éds pH strongly influences the availability
a numerical scale (from 1.0 to 14.0) used to describe the acidity or alkalinity of soil. A pH reading more than
7.0 indicates alkaline while a reading less than 7.0 is acidic. The only way to know the pH of our soil and
what it might be lacking is to get a complete soil test. Many gardeners think soil testing only determines the
soil 6s pH, but, you can also find out what nutrients
come available to plants during the next growing season.

So, before you plant those new seeds and transplants next spring, understand your
soil. Go to your local county extension office. They can instruct you in how to take a
sample of your garden soil and where to take it for analysis.

ANo occupation is so delightful to me as dl ture
0 Thomas Jefferson
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Betty Assmann Civic Beautification

Ouir first stop is DeWitt Millennium Garden Club, they plant and maintain City
gardens including, boxes on the bridge, gazebo garden, Welcome garden,
Healing garden Percy Carris Park. They have planted about 25,000 Daffo-
dils over the past ten years.

Over to the "Across The Fence Post GC", to check out the Blue star Memo-
rial they dedicated in 2010.

Looking Glass GC plant and maintain flowers at the village Wacousta Store
Grand Ledge GC plant geraniums at M43 and M100 intersection. They
maintain gardens at City Hall and the Library. In September 2010 they dedi-
cated a Blue Star Memorial. Great Projects Grand Ledge

On to visit The Greater Garden Club of Lansing. They work with Lansing
Elementary Schools to plant corn. They also work with MSU.

Blub and Blossom GC plant gardens at the Woldumar Nature Center near
Lansing.

Mason Sycamore Creek GC are busy maintaining urns on the downtown
streets at Cobblestone Evert Center.

The Thornapple GC work with the city of Hastings to coordinate civic groups
to plant gardens in the city. They plant Herbs and Vegetables at the Carlton
Park and Bristol Inn They also plant gardens at the County Court House.
Down to Battle Creek at Inland Lakes GC, they plant and maintain flower
gardens at Delton Park Library.

Marshall GC maintain city gardens at the Famous Fountain Circle, the "west
end gardens", Carver Park Garden and replant elm trees in the City

Eaton Rapids Home and Garden Club maintain a native plant garden at the
local park along the Grand River, it is called "Playground of Dreams".

Green Thumb Garden Club create winter bouquets for the Cemetery.
Sherwood GC plant and maintain a garden surrounding the Blue Star Me-
morial Marker and Rose Garden in front of the Library.

At Albion GC, they plant and maintain eight urns which are located in front of
the Health Center.

At Pinckney GC, they plant and maintain a garden adjacent to the local fu-
neral home and also a garden surrounding their Blue Star Memorial Marker
which is located in the park.

At Brighton GC they plant and maintain a garden at their Blue Star Memorial
Marker and the local park.

Webberville GC sponsor a Junior garden club with 32 youth. They help with
gardens at the local elementary school. They help with Arbor Day activities.
Heartland GC developed and planted a hillside at the Cromaine Li-
brary. They also maintain a garden at the Blue Star Memorial dedicated in
2006.

It has been my privilege to write down all the great Civic Projects of District 11B for
all to read in the "GATE"!

donations to the District and President's meetings this Fall. The Food Pantry Net-
work of Michigan is feeding the hungry and MGC is proud to be a part of helping
our neighbors. In the spring, remember to plant a row for the hungry or mix vege-
table plants in with your community flower gardens.

Thank You . ..

My heartfelt thank you to all the club members who brought "Harvest Gathering"

Nancy Stark, President




Holiday Greetings to my Garden kriends;..:

Pat Rentimaki, District V, was appointed as Chaplain for the Board.
Karen Motawi was appointed as Data Base Manager. Ester Lamb will
remain a member of the Data Base Committee and consult for us.

Blue Star Memorial Dedications were held this summer and fall. Jean
Goetz and | attended and participated in many around the State. Jean
told the history and | dedicated the memorial. We are a great pair and
have been drawn closer to the meaning of the Blue Star with every dedi-
cation performed. On November 11, Michigan will have 59 markers
across the State. [ chall enge eadc
service men and women you see in your communities as you go about
your daily lives. Let them know we appreciate their service to keep us
free in the United States.

This winter as the cold winds blow and you are nestled in the warmth of
your home, there will be many projects being planned for 2012 by mem-
bers of the Board of Directors. Several committees will be working on
these projects: MGC web site enhancement, leadership workshops for
local club officers for 2012 fall district meetings; data base structure and
training; community gardens guidelines for web site presence.

When the seed and plant catalogs begin to arrive after the first of the
year, start planning and dreaming of what you will do next year in your
community gardens. | will be personally sponsoring and formally an-
nouncing a new award for 2012 for community gardens in public spaces.
This will be a monetary award for you to use in purchasing seeds and
plants for vegetable gardening and harvesting for fall, 2012. It will con-
tinue as my personal contribution to MGC, Inc. clubs that help feed the
hungry and will be an ongoing award for years to come.

Blessings to all of you as you celebrate the holiday season with family
and friends. | look forward to our meeting in the new year.
Nancy Stark, President

Blue Star Memorial
Dedications

Jean Goetz, Michigan Blue Star Chairperson

This fall we dedicated five new
Blue Star Memorials. President
Nancy Stark attended each and
spoke the words of dedication.
Jean Goetz gave a brief history of
the NGk BluepStar grojeet. Each
dedication was unique and re-
flected the hard work and creativ-
ity of the local club sponsoring the
community event.

Green Thumb Garden
(District 11B) in Union City on
8-29-11

Eaton Rapids Home and Garden
Club (District 11B) on

9-11-11

Livonia Garden Club (District IIB)
on 10-8-11

The Garden Club of Greater
Lansing (District 11B) on
10-10-11

Thornapple Garden
(District 1IB) on 11-11-11

Visit the MGC website to view
photos of each event.

Several new dedications are
planned for 2012. Please contact
me for information and sugges-
tions.

Jean Goetz, 517-349-4791,

Club

Club

The Garden Club Greater Lansing
Green Thumb Garden Club, Union City

a



Bioii Barb Benner District L, Director

= - — — —

y i 2 « | am married to Doug Benner, we have 4 children 9 grandchil-
- dren. My mother is 90 years young. My mother, my husband and
myself all live together. My family is my greatest joy and they are
very supportive of all I do when it comes to gardening. | have
belonged to the Thornapple Garden Club since 2000 and served
as President for four years, Garden Tour Chair four different
times. | am presently the Adopt A Corner chair for our club. It in-
cludes ordering flowers for 53 corners in and around Hast-
ings. The city pays for the flowers and the corners are adopted by
churches, civic organizations, individuals. My job is to oversee the
ordering and distribution of the flowers. It is a very rewarding job
and helps to make our town beautiful in the summer.
| am also an artist. | paint in most mediums. My passion right
now is rescue art. | rescue pieces of furniture, repair them, paint
them and give them a new life. | believe in conservation and in not
filling our landfills with items that can be repurposed . | am also an
advanced master gardener. | got my love of gardening from my
maternal grandmother and my fraternal grandfather. | love digging
in the dirt, it gives me peace and tranquility in my life.

Eight years ago my husband Joe and | built
a retirement home north of Kalamazoo. One
of the joys of moving here was becoming a
member of Western Hills Garden Club thus
launching me into the arena of the twelve
clubs that make up the Kalamazoo Garden ||
Council. After serving two years as their Re-
cording Secretary, | was asked by Lynn Din-
vald, a former District Il Director, to serve as
her Corresponding Secretary when she be-
came President of Michigan Garden Clubs,
Il nc. Having compl et |
as well as two years as the President of
Western Hills GC, | was honored to be nomi-
nated for the position of Director of District
Ill. Having enjoyed both the challenges and
people on the three levels of garden clubs, |
accepted with the anticipation of meeting the membership in the District Il area and learning from their meet-
ings and events.

On the personal side, | am a grandmother of three and when not in the garden, love to read, write and
paint with pastels. Joe and | are both graduates of Michigan State University and were married forty-four
years ago at the Alumni Chapel on campus.

We Waritvenstate on Flickr

Only thirty-two state garden clubs are represented on our NGC Flickr site T how can YOU fix that? Would
YOU be willing to send me pictures of projects from your club, district or state? Send pictures with a short
description identifying the club (or district), project and location. But maybe all you want to see are pictures
of California? Maybe you dondt want to share the
Pokorski at RobinP@juno.com. Visit our Flickr site (Elickr.com/NationalGardenClubs) and find a wealth of
ideas just waiting for you!




NOt SO Dear, Deef EXCGSSiVG Browse Pressure Karen Jencks, Environmental Issues

Deer are part of Mi chiganbés ecosystem. They serv

population in surrounding habitat. This allows for greater overall species diversity and a healthier ecosys-
tem. When there is an overabundance of deer, however, there is potential to cause browse pressure.

Deer are selective browsers, which means they show a preference for certain plants and usually consume
a vast amount of these plants in one area before moving on to other areas. As more and more plants of a
single species are consumed in a given area, that area will begin to show signs of browse pressure.

Browse pressure has the potential to reduce the population density of certain plants to the point of extirpa-
tion. It can destroy the ability of preferred and browse-intolerant plants to regenerate, and can pave the way
for hardier, non-preferred plant to take over. This could cause drastic changes in an ecosystem and de-
crease the diversity of the habitat.

Mi chiganbs ecosystem has been altered by |l o0ogging

predators were removed, including the gray wolf, lynx, bobcat and cougar. Agricultural lands, orchards,
lawns and gardens provided new food for deer and their population has increased. In the past sixty years
the deer population has grown from 500,000 to nearly 2 million. In the past decade the population has fluctu-
ated between 1.5 and 2 million. Large numbers of deer require large amounts of food to survive.

In the forest the impact of browse pressure is limited to the forest floor and five feet above the ground.
Cedar, trillium and dogwood are examples of popular food sources. Indirect impact of browse pressure trick-
les down through the rest of the ecosystem. This can cause birds to no longer be able to find suitable nesting
sites, predators to no longer have cover for hunting and reptiles and amphibians to no longer have shade.
Deer also impact themselves by destroying their own food source. Canada yews are in severe decline
throughout Michigan and some tree species, such as northern white cedar and eastern hemlock are failing to
regenerate. In some areas invasive species (garlic mustard and autumn olive) have spread because of
browse pressure.

If not controlled browse pressure can affect every part of an ecosystem. At this point in time efforts to
manage browse pressure have not had ideal result
agement plan which identifies excessive browsing as a problem, but does not recommend specific steps to
address the issue. So far, most agree decreasing deer and other herbivore populations is vital to ecosystem
management but the only economically feasible method of control is hunting.

- 7
DI d y 0 U k n 0 W e . Marie Smith, Chairperson Floral Design Study

Use of Fruits, Vegetables and Accessories in your designs.

Did you know that you can use fruits and vegetables in your designs? We have so many unusual shapes,
sizes, colors available to choose from. You can use them with or without other plant material. But do not use
cut fruits and vegetables unless specified in the schedule. If allowed they must be sealed in some manner to
discourage insects.

Not only can you use them in the design, think outside the box, they can be used as a container. Consider
a fall mass arrangement in a pumpkin. Hollow out the pumpkin and place a container inside it that holds wa-
ter without leaking. Using oasis in the container, add your floral material and place on the table for a stun-
ning display. For more information contact Marie Smith, Chairperson mhsrhs@aol.com.

MiChigarGarden CIUbIS WebSite Judy DeJaegher , Webmaster

Make a visit!  www.michigangardenclubs.org

See President Nancy Stark's remarks of her trip to the national headquarters of the National Garden Clubs,
Inc. in St. Louis, Missouri as well as her many photos. "What's New on the Site" is an excellent way to
keep updated of the activities going on throughout the state as well through Central Region and Na-
tional. Most recently, you can see photos from five different Blue Star Memorial Dedications taken place
around the state, learn about participating in activities "Share Your Garden Club Photos to the World," "An
Artistic Crafts and Fine Arts Show," part of the 2012 Central Region Meeting in Missouri and "Pink Invite" -- a
NGC Initiative to plant pink in partnership with the Susan G. Komen for the Cure, the world's largest breast
cancer organizaton. You can even get instructions on how to
Send in an article, or your club project, photos. Email at this address, comes directly to me, Judy DeJaegher:
michigangardenclubs@yahoo.com

a
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MGC Life MemberS Ruth Moline, MGC Life Membership

Applause, please! We have 12 new Life Members since
June 1, 2011. They represent all 7 of our districts and 10 dif-
ferent garden clubs. If you see any of them, ask what some
of their accomplishments are? All are esteemed by their fel-
low club members.

Carol Carzon
Terry Harding
Carol Petrowski
Peggy Tully

Kathy Adair Karen Bright
Marianne DeAngelis Ronnie Dush
Christine Lane Linda McDaniels
Louise Scanlan Bonnie Striebel

Let me know if you want to give a Life Membership or per-
haps purchase for yourself or family members.

Ruth Moline, MGC Life Membership Chairperson
33788 Angeline Ave.

Livonia, MI 48150

734-525-3167

rmo78jsa@aol.com

MGC Scholarship Fund Donations

JULY 1 - SEPTEMBER 30, 2011
DONATIONS $ 1108
Mott Foundation matching gift, Sweetwater GC
North Farmington GC
Kalamazoo Garden Club
Across The Fence Post GC
Standale GC
Blue Water GC
HONORARIUMS $170
Judges for Livonia GC Flower Show: Clary, Dietrich,
Gallagher, Kane, Lahti, Lee, Pugsley, Pulick, M. Smith,
Snover-Hanson, Weathers, Willingham
Judges for Mason County GC Flower Show
MEMORIALS $225
Norman Kline from The Friendly GC of Traverse City
Betty VandenBerg from Kent GC
William Heermann from The Friendly GC of Traverse City
William Heermann from Nancy Passfield, Nancy Goulette
Robert Ho from Nancy Passfield
Algie Prato from Grosse lle GC
Margaret Horvath from Grosse lle GC
Mary Gertrude Kruse from Muskegon County GC
Helene Rodgers Skora from Kathleen Mosher
Thank you to all clubs and individuals who have contrib-
uted this quarter. Send donations to:
Nancy McGilliard, MGC Scholarship Fund Chairperson
2339 Sapphire Lane
East Lansing Ml 48823.

WO rI d G arde n i r}\g3unn, Chairperson

World Gardening would like to thank the fol-
lowing clubs for their donations since the last
issue of the Gate:

Mt. Pleasant Garden Club
Kalamazoo Garden Club

Across the Fence Post Garden Club
Yard & Garden Club of Flint

Spirit of the Woods Garden Club
Evening Bloomers Gardening
Thornapple Garden Club

Juniper Garden Club

Swan Creek Garden Club

Last August Patricia Waugh, Extension
Educator, Institute for Children and Youth,
MSU, presented our check for $1,885.72 in
person to Luke Ramos in Belize. This money
will go toward high scholarships and 4-H pro-
jects. The young people of Belize truly benefit
from our support and are very grateful.

Please mail your check made out to
Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc with World
Gardening, Kit Gunn in the lower left hand
corner.

Kit Gunn, World Gardening Chairperson
4584 Boxwood Court,
Ann Arbor, MI 48108-9786.

"Vision of Beauty"

Congratulations are in order for the de-
signers who were published in the 2011
NGC "Vision of Beauty" calendar.

MGC, Inc. won 1st place for Award #5,
Celebrating Central Region Talents,
sponsored by The
Garden Clubs of
Indiana, Inc.

Nancy
Stark,
MGC, Inc.
President




BirdS, Bees and Butterﬂies Jacquelyn Warwick, Chairperson

Bird Conservation Starts in Our Own Backyard!

More than half of the birds in the United States spend a large part of the year outside of the U.S. which
makes conservation by private or public sources very difficult. But there are ways that, as individuals, we can
help. One way is to participate in a citizen-science program introduced by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and
National Audubon Society called eBird. This is a great way to have your own real-time, online checklist pro-
gram while helping conservationists around the world track birds. eBird has revolutionized the way that the
birding community, including everyday people like us, report and access information about birds. Last year, in
January alone, eBird patrticipants reported more than 1.5 million bird observations across North America! This
system allows you to submit your observations and see where the birds are right down to your own neighbor-
hood with maps, graphs and bar charts.

It is simple! Go online and enter how, when and where you saw the birds, then fill out a checklist of all the
birds you saw and heard. Every time you see and identify a bird, you are helping to solve the puzzle of what
birds do and when. Whether you are casually watching birds in your backyard, or chasing rare species across
the country, you are helping to put this puzzle together. For instance, if scientists are wondering how quickly
House Finches are spreading throughout the state or if the Eastern Bluebird is increasing in numbers they
can see what has been recorded by hundreds across the state and thousands across the country. For a fun
and interesting way to spend a rainy afternoon go to www.ebird.org and start your own personal life bird list or
see what is happening to the birds either in your neighborhood or around the world.

YeIIOW Cardinals?bmitted Bobbie Quick, Awards Chairperson '

When a yellow northern cardinal alighted on their birdjf ===
feeder, David and Tina Gourley of Gravel Switch were puz-||
zled. When a second one joined it, they were shocked. Theff .
first bird & bright yellow, not the typical brilliant red o
showed up Jan. 21 and has come back frequently, Tin
Gourley said. The next weekend, the second one arrived.
"It looked like a cardinal," she said, "but we'd never seen
anything like it." Apparently not many other people, includ-
ing bird experts, have seen a yellow Northern cardinal,
much less two. The first bird stayed at the Gourleys' feeder
long enough for the Boyle County couple & who enjo
feeding birds but don't describe themselves as birders 8 to
get a few photos of it through a window. They sent the pic-||"
tures to the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife,
which forwarded them to the Kentucky Ornithological Soci-
ety. Society member Brainard Palmer-Ball, a retired zoolo-
gist with Kentucky Nature Preserves, contacted Auburn
University professor Geoff Hill, who had co-authored a re-
search paper on the coloration phenomenon in 2003. Hill confirmed that a genetic mutation affected the color
of the birds' plumage, Palmer-Ball said. It is evidently a rare mutation. The first documented yellow Northern
cardinal was "collected" in 1989 by the Museum of Natural Science at Louisiana State University, according to
Hill's research paper. Typical cardinals get their rich red feathers by metabolizing their food into a certain pig-
ment, Palmer-Ball said. With the yellow Northern cardinals & not to be confused with a separate South Ameri-
can species known simply as a yellow cardinal 8 a mutation causes the metabolic process to create a different
type of pigment. He also said that Hill's research showed that, as with albino animals, there is probably some-
thing associated with the mutation that affects the birds' overall health and fithess. Because of that, Palmer-Ball
said, the birds are less likely to live very long. He also said they're less likely to reproduce, but that it's possible
that one of the yellow cardinals is an offspring of the other. The two also could be siblings. Palmer-Ball said the
most common color mutation that he has seen in birds is albinism, in which a bird has a few white feathers, a
patch of white or an overall paleness. He remembers seeing a pink cardinal, the result of what's called dilute
albinism.

Tina Gourley said the other birds that come to their feeder don't seem to know what to make of the yellow
cardinals.

"It seems like when they come to the feeder, the other birds clear out and let them have it," she said. They've
seen only one bold chickadee come to the feeder when the cardinals are there.

By Will Scott 8 wscott@herald-leader.com(859) 231-3246 or 1-800-950-6397, Ext. 3246.
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MICHIGAN GARDEN CLUBS, INC.

2011 -2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NAME TITLE

PHONE

EMAIL

"When you contact a member of the Board, please put MGC as a reference in the subject line on all emails."

Executive Board
Nancy Stark
Deannie Picciotti
Carol Beckius
Jeanne Poll
Karen Jencks
Carol McGregor
Sandra Haines

President

Recording Secre

1% Vice President/membership
2" Vice President
3" Vice President
4™ Vice President

Corresponding Secretary

989-835-2394
616-399-2323
269-372-6950
616-335-3585
248-398-3463
616-897-1259
313-291-7932
269-671-5211
269-343-3827

tary

nstark1801@aol.com
dmp77@charter.net
cbeckius@chartermi.net
cip777@sbcglobal.net
hwjencks@earthlink.net
dougcarolm@aol.com
santweetyred@sbcglobal.net

usrprd@tds.net
YdoubleLNE@aol.com

- District Activities with Directors (Directors are on Executive

Pamela Dewey Treasurer

Lynn Dinvald Advisor/Nominating
1st Vice President, Deannie Picciotti
Board)

Sherry Sanelli District | Director
Mary Pulick District IIA Director

Barbara Benner
Karen Gentile
Lynn Miller
Marilyn Mcintosh
Patricia Wilber

District V Directo

Second Vice President, Carol Beckius

District 11B Director
District Il Director
District IV Director

District VI Director

586-752-3734
734-665-4703
269-945-2986
269-664-6555
616-676-2274
r 231-546-3152
810-732-7894

I_Civic Affairs and Cemmunications

Mary VanTassel Artistic Crafts
Jean Goetz

Betty Assmann
Susan Kropschot
Chris Rochman
Anne Wiseman
Ruth Moline
Nancy McGilliard
Barbara Donahue

Garden Therapy

Legislation
Life Membership

Third Vice President, Jeanne Poll i

Blue Star Memorial
Civic Beautification

Habitat for Humanity/;

MGC Scholarships
National Gardener

517-349-4791
989-772-1437
517-351-0464
734-426-5736
989-723-2872
734-525-3167
517-333-3313
515-655-1785

269-375-1708

Anastasia Stutcher
Janet Hickman
Terry Harding

Lois Snover-Hanson
Marie Smith
Margaret Jahnke
Dolores Stouwie
Sharon Yantis
Florence Smith
Mary Pulick

Floral Design Co

FS Symposium
MAAJ President

Fourth Vice President, Karen Jencks T

Environmental Study Sc
Gardening Study School
Landscape Design School
Flower Show School

FS Judges Credential
FS Advice & Awards

MI Consultants Council President

248-546-6538
989-631-8021
231-947-0568
517-694-8-91
34-223-0596

734-604-9256
616-949-5825
269-327-6837
248-553-0994
734-665-4703

urses

Gardening and Conservation

Carol Brock Arboriculture
Jacquelyn Warwick
Karen Jencks
Nancy Johnson
Ronnie Dush
Karen Motawi

Kit Gunn

Deb Zilka

Environmental Is

Birds, Bees, Butterflies

Historic Preservation
Horticulture Issues
Loda Lake/Wildflowers
World Gardening
Youth Gardening

231-392-4080
269-471-3116
248-398-3463
231-269-3452
989-307-0248
231-796-6132
734-994-7455
734-771-9923

Sues

ssanelli@ATT.net
marypulick@gmail.com
craftyladybarb@hotmail.com
saturnus@mei.net
wcmillers@sbcglobal.net
mmaemcintosh@hotmail.com
pawilber@ameritech.net

mvantasselk@aol.com
jeangoetz88@yahoo.com
bmassmann2002@yahoo.com
sueterrak@yahoo.com
rubyaa@comecast.net
anne_wiseman@verizon.net
rm078jsa@aol.com
nmcgilliard@comcast.net
bwdonahue@cablespeed.com

fstutcher@yahoo.com
jchickman@charter.net
wsharding@chartermi.net

no email

mhsrhs@aol.com
Margaret.jahnke@gmail.com
dolores.stouwie @sbhcglobal.net
sharon.yantis@sbcglobal.net
florencemgc@sbcglobal.net
marypulick@gmail.com

cbgardendiva@sbcglobal.net
warwick@andrews.edu
hwjencks@earthlink.net
gizabwacket75@live.com
ronniedush@gmail.com
k2motawi@starband.net
Kitgunn@hotmail.com
dizilka@earthlink.net

continued
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MICHIGAN GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 2011 -2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS cont.
NAME TITLE PHONE EMAIL
fiwhen you contact a _member of the Board, pl ease put

President, Nancy Stark

I_Committee Chairmen/Managers

Nancy Passfield
Sharon Yantis
Bobbie Quick
Pat Rintamaki
Karen Motawi
Ester Lamb

Finance Committee
Parliamentarian
Awards/Yearbooks
Chaplain

Data Base Chairman
Data Base Consultant

Mary Pulick/Nancy Stark/Data Base Coordinators

Judith Carr
Sue Molhoek
Edie Ho
Florence Smith
Lucy Briggs

Wendie Stephenson

Maggie Jones
Belinda Laughlin
Belinda Laughlin
River Valley G.C.
Lauren Taylor
Bunny Mc Comb
Miriam Harcek
Judy De Jaegher
Marilyn Mcintosh
Pat Rintamaki

Newsletter Editor

Historian

Hospitality

Job Descriptions

Marketplace Manager

MGC Logo wear/web sales

MGC Club Signs

NGC Scholarship

NGC Award of Excellence work phone:
President 6s
Photographer

Stationary Printing
Strategic Planning
Webmaster

Co-Chair 2012 Convention
Co-Chair 2012 Convention

Project,

810-622,9633
269-327-6837
269-684-7772
231-597-9542
231-796-6132
269-651-3100
734-665-4703
231-744-9513
616-957-0818
248-541-5126
248-553-0994
989-837-6707
269-591-1278
616-794-2283
989-400-1391
989-774-3769

616-308-5802
517-886-6226
989-682-9125
989-682-4690
231-546-3152
231-597-9542

Note: Other committees will be appointed by the President when needed

Advisory Council

Lynn Dinvald
Dolores Stouwie
Florence Smith
Sharon Yantis
Marge McGoff
Jean Moran
Miriam Harcek
Lyn Butus
Nancy Passfield
Erie Herrmann
Caroline Gray
Mary Lou Fox
Nancy Goulette
Vera Sullivan
Miriam Petrides

Advisory Council Chairperson
Advisory Council
Advisory Council
Advisory Council
Advisory Council
Advisory Council
Advisory Council
Advisory Council
Finance Chairperson
Advisory Council
Advisory Council
(inactive)

Advisory Council
Advisory Council
Advisory Council

National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Shirley Nicolai
Central Region
Florence Smith
Sharon Yantis

President

Director
Alternate Director

Article Submission Deadlines:

Spring, Mar/Apr/May Issue: Articles due -January 1
Autumn, Sept/Oct/Nov Issue: Articles due -July 1

Winter,

269-343-3827
616-949-5825
248-553-0994
269-327-6837
231-547-5421
248-477-1053
989-682-9125
269-683-3030
810-622-9633
231-943-8226
269-629-9216
989-773-3226
770-967-1015
734-285-9742
517-655-1022

301-292-3667

248-553-0994
269-327-6837

Communi ty

npassfield@sbcglobal.net
sharon.yantis@sbcglobal.net
bguick@gmail.com
ps.rintamaki@gmail.com
mgc.database@yahoo.com
mgc.database@yahoo.com
marypulick@gmail.com
mgc.newsletter@yahoo.com
suemolhoek@yahoo.com
no email cc: Karen Jencks
florencemgc@sbcglobal.net
briggs1715@sbcglobal.net
wendiex2@comcast.net
jonesap@charter.net
b.laughlin@cmich.edu

same as above
Gardens
jkart@altelco.net
rachelmccomb@att.net
miriam.narcek@hotmail.com
michigangardenclubs@yahoo.com

MG C

edelweiss@centurylink.net
ps.rintamaki@gmail.com

ydoublelne@aol.com
dolores.stouwie@sbcglobal.net
florencemgc@shbcglobal.net
sharon.yantis@sbcglobal.net
margem@chartermi.net
jemamoran@aol.com
miriam.harcek@hotmail.com
Ibutus@att.net
npassfield@sbcglobal.net

caroline.gray3@gmail.com
vixenal@verizon.net
nkgoulette@bellsouth.net

petrides@msu.edu

shirleynicolai@verizon.net

florencemgc@sbcglobal.net
sharon.yantis@sbcglobal.net

Judith Carr, Editor

Summer, June/July/Aug Issue: Articles due -April 1
Dec/Jan/Feb Issue: Articles due -October 1
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Shortened Days Reflections. Then and Now Michigan

Creeplng morn's damp Coats fen and falr, Garden CIUbS 1991 Susan Molhoek, Historian

the shrouded pond exhales its steamy breath. _As your MGC Historian, | have been asked to review
o el o T TR e i G highlights, events, and observations of what it was like to
: be a member of garden clubs every five years beginning

Finished fields of golden rod wave, nod. 25 years ago, to the present, This article will cover year
Beckoning ye”OW tailed corn, farmer's friend; 20, 1991. Our official name is now MiChigan Garden

Ripe stalks stand, a season's offering. Clubs, Inc., replacing Federated Garden Clubs of

o ) _ _ Michigan.
Air |.s still, undeude.d rain or shine. Observations:
Languid warm memories of summer fun 1 Thru the Garden Gate is the official publication
Blown away by change. of MGC, Inc. _ _ _

Crisp shortened davs end before dark. 1 Natlonql Gardener is the bi-monthly bulletin of

P y ) the National Council of State Garden Clubs,
Blossoms, trees blush with fall's brush. Inc.
Wind shaken trees orphan their young. 1 Garden Club meeting attendees still maintain

Loosed leaves, whose days are numbered, semi formal attire.

Lost, looking for a place to rest 1 Vision of Beauty Calendars cost $3.25.

Whiffs, windrows, scampering breeze blown; featured hydra farm products, grow lights, in-
Pungent reminders, yesterday's youthful glee. door and outdoor greenhouses.
Night scatters stars over changing skies, T Club meeting times were experimenting with
. : . different days and times.
Dawn surprises with frosted vision, ]
_ ] Events:
White lacy images cover glass and grass. f The Dedication of the
Overhead winged formations wheel, spiral; U.S. National Arboretum in WDC.
Turn SOUth, their fro”cking days near Spent. i Floral Show School Courses |-V scheduled.

1 Gardening Study Courses I-IV scheduled.

. 1 Landscape Design Study Courses I-V
The radiant belle has left the ball, Scheduled.

Weeping soft tears against my window pane. Throughout this time, as
; : omote education and networking opportunities to our
Jim G'Ibbongembers and to promote the love o? gaprgening, floral and
jamesgibbons4@gmail.com | landscape design, and civic and environmental
responsibility. o
Let us remember all the former Presidents and
members we lost in the past five years.

Charlevoix Garden Club

9 Advertisements for Gar den

OFr

it

From your Editor, Judith Cam tis is the itie spot
M that is left for me to write a note. | found out photos should be at least
¥l 200 ppi, and remember to send them with your articles as jpeg. Mad-
: ‘ die Mae only reads pictures!

A Maddie also asks that you be careful what chemicals you throw to
\J \ melt the snow. Some salts hurt the grass in the Spring, but she knows
o Mwe dondt want to slip on the ic
Thank you to all who sent emails, and gave me pats on the back

L pf or my 1st Gate! I1tdos nice to f
Ml | also want to mention how wonderful the CR Convention was.

Many people put a lot of effort to make it GREAT! Programs were
awesome and my personal favorite was learning about A F | o

tion. There are just too many. | hope you were one of many who at-
tended!

v

W e I

HPoundi ngodondt dare thank any who
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Happy Birthday #81 !!!

On August 16, 2011, The Garden Club of Pentwater
celebrated its 81st birthday. Former Presidents Peg
Anderson and Linda Osborn presented an interesting pro-
gram highlighting some of the history of the club by doing a
power point presentation. The meeting concluded with the
members and guests enjoying a lovely birthday cake, com-
plete with colorful flowers. The Former Presidents also
shared highlights/remembrances of their times in office.
Thanks...Elaine Curtis, 1st Vice President of GC of Pent-
water.

Shown here are Former Presidents Peg Ander-
son, Jean Lawhead, Carol Buechin, Kay Dion
(current President) and Linda Osborn.

Loda Lake Wildflower Sanctuary
Karen Motawi, Chairperson

|l 6m excited to announce that pur Pavilion Fund has
$15,000 thanks to the continuing generosity of Michigan Garden
Clubs and individual club members. Since the last report, we have
received contributions from the following clubs:

1 EIk Rapids Garden Club (with a matching gift from the Mott

Foundation)

1 North Farmington Garden Club

1 Great Lakes Gardeners (honoring docents when we visited
Loda Lake)

1 Across the Fence Post Garden Club, Perry

71 Sturgis Garden Club

1 Evening Bloomers Garden Club, Mt. Pleasant

The long awaited Cultural Trail that passes by the locations of | Silky aster 8 a new species recently planted
some of the buildings once occupying the site is being cleared this| ' " Lodaods pollinator gfarde
fall. Be sure to check it out on your next visit to Loda! It highlights
a unique and interesting chapter in the history of our sanctuary.

As part of our effort to create an Ainvasive fr
ber day in the forest flagging Autumn Olive for removal by Forest Service personnel. We also have a mem-
ber who is a retired botanist who will be reviewing historical and current plant lists and suggesting species to
be added to improve the collection of wildflowers at Loda.

The US Forest Service considers Loda Lake Sanctfuar
continue our partnershipd wor ki ng together to protect this piefe
the best use of its educational value.

Note: A downloadable contribution form is avail abl e
can reach our goal of $20,000 for a pavilion and help with other much needed improvements!
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