
~t[anta ~6[oom
National Garden Clubs, Inc. 31st Convention

May 11 - 16, 2010 • Omni Hotel at CNN Center

100 CNN Center, Atlanta, GA 30303

Make Hotel Reservations at:

1-800-The-Omni or www.omnicnn.com • Ask for Special Rate:

National Garden Clubs $159 + tax for single or double occupancy.

Reservations MUST be made prior to 5 PM, Saturday, April 10, 2010.

All reservations after that time will be subject to space and rate availability.

Check in time is 3:00 PM • Check out time is 12:00 Noon.

Located in the heart of downtown Atlanta, within CNN World Headquarters. 12 miles (or

15 minutes) from, Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport. 24-hour airport shuttle

(approx. $30 round trip) and taxi service (approx. $30 one way) available. Located on MARTA

rapid transit ($2 one way), change trains at Five Points to West line - exit first stop at Domel

Phillips/CNN,4 blocks (10 minute walk) to Omni Hotel at CNNCenter.
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Programs, Seminars, & Entertainment

Thursday, May 13, 2010

o 7:00-10:00 pm: Life Member Dinner.

"Singing the Praises of Nature': Singing and

playing piano since the age of three, Rhonda

Gossett Hambright, professional vocalist, with

accompanying pianist, will sing a medley of

show tunes related to nature and flowers.

Friday, May 14, 2010

o 9:30-10:30 am: Seminar. "Cultivating

Life'; "Community Invitation to ... Beautify

Blight" Community Gardening Seminar, Sally

Wylde, Co-Founder of Oakhurst Community

Garden in Decatur, GA. This seminar will en­

lighten and inspire attendees to support NGC's

special project, "Beautify Blight'; with discus­

sion of how to establish a community garden,

how to involve youth and the community, and

ways to provide food to those in need.

o 10:30-11 :30 am: Seminar. "A Time to

Heal'; Healing Gardens Seminar. Join Louise

Adams, former Chairman of Southeastern

Horticultural Society's Legacy Garden Project,

as she explains the therapeutic benefits of a

garden and what it takes to establish a medi­

tation garden at a hospital, cancer center, or

your own backyard.

o 12:00-2:00 pm: Luncheon Program.

Speaker Joe Lamp'l, a Master Gardener, TV per­

sonality and author, is known as Joe Gardener

on the DIY (Do It Yourself Network) TV pro­

gram. He has hosted Fresh from the Garden,

Garden Smart on PBS and is a frequent guest/

gardening expert on Victory Garden, Good

Morning America and the Today Show. Joe's

program will be filled with excitement as he

discusses and demonstrates the "Coolest Gar­

dening Gear and Gadgets': His "Through the

Gilrden Gate" program will lead you down the

path of selecting the "must-haves" of garden­

ing gear! Following his demonstration, he will

hold a drawing and give away all the gadgets

and gear he discussed. Great ideas for holiday

gifts for your favorite gardener, or for yourself!

o 4:45-5:45 pm: Seminar. "Tantalizing Ta­

bles, Exhibition Style'; Exhibition Tables Semi­

nar, Jo Krallman, Master Flower Show Judge,

and NGC Flower Show Achievement Awards

Chairman. This NGC-Accredited Flower Show

School and Symposia Instructor will offer tan­

talizing tips to designing blue-ribbon exhibi­

tion tables. You will be inspired to enter the

next flower show in your area!

o 4:45-5:45 pm: Seminar. "Captivating Ca­

mellias'; Camellia Culture, John T. Newsome,

American Camellia Society Accredited Judge,

Past President of the American Camellia So­

ciety. Learn how to gibble. No, it is not the

latest dance, but a method of propagating

camellias. Our speaker will "wow" you with

his knowledge of camellias and a beautiful

assortment of camellias grown in his yard and

greenhouse.

o 7:15-10:00 pm: Design Dinner. Judith

Blacklock has flown all the way from London

to dazzle us with her floral designs. Interna­

tionally known author of eight bestselling

books on floral design, she has taught world­

wide all over "This Glorious Earth" and has ar­

ranged flowers at Kensington Palace. Judith is

the owner and founder of the Judith Blacklock

Flower School in London. From a simple bou­

quet to a dramatic dining table centerpiece,

Judith believes that everyone can master the

art of floral design. Everyone will leave with

the feeling that"l can do that':

Saturday, May 15, 2010

• 12:00-1 :45 pm: Luncheon Program. Bobbi

Heenan, "The Way We Were': A Master Flower

Show Judge and NGC Accredited Flower Show

School and Symposia Instructor, Bobbi Heenan

will present an entertaining look at floral de­

sign for the last fifty years, and "the way WE
were"!

o 4:15-5:15 pm: Seminar. Tara Dillard,

author and speaker who hosts her own TV

program, The Better Gardening Show on CBS.

She holds degrees in both horticulture and

engineering. Her discussion of "The Vanishing

Threshold-Combining Life, House and Gar­

den" will cause you to re-think how you design

your home and your garden, and how all this

affects your life. Vanishing Threshold discusses

an organic life, starting with who you are, how

you choose your interior furnishings, and how

your landscape flows from the interior views to

your property lines.

o 4:15-5:15 pm: Parliamentary Procedure

Seminar. "Gavel Power" is Joan Corbisiero's ti­

tle for this powerful parliamentary procedure

workshop. Joan is a Registered Parliamentar­

ian and serves as NGC's Parliamentarian. Learn

the dos and don'ts of conducting a meeting,

the ins and outs of motion patter, Robert's

Rules and much, much more.

o 7:00-10:00 pm: Dinner Program. "Shape

Up and Stand Tall" is the inspiring story of

Pearl Fryar, internationally acclaimed, self­

taught topiary artist, known for his gift for

turning ordinary plants into wonderful shapes

on his 3-acre lot is Bishopville, Sc. He will

relate his inspiring story and journey that

began with a bigoted remark and led him to

achieve national prominence. Pearl Fryar and

his garden, with 20-30 foot topiary specimens,

have been featured on CBS's Sunday Morn­

ing, most TV gardening shows, and in major

gardening magazines. Most recently, he has

been the subject of an award-winning 2008

documentary, entitled "A Man Named Pearl'; a

film highlighting Pearl's determination to suc­

ceed despite racial stereotyping and no formal

training in topiary design. This inspiring man

will also demonstrate the art oftopiary design.

A program not to be missed!

Sunday, May 16, 2010

o 7:30-9:00 am, Optional Breakfast. Miss­

ing church today? Well, an optional breakfast

program of inspirational music and messages

to start your day may be a good alternative.

Sam Hagan will be the featured soloist for this

inspiring breakfast, "Music and Messages to

Live By': His credits include performing with

the Atlanta Symphony, the Flagstaff Festival

Orchestra, at the Spoleto Festivat and with

world famous conductors in England, Europe,

Canada and Mexico. He was honored to per­

form at the inauguration of President Jimmy

Carter and sing before Pope John Paul II dur­

ing a Papal Audience. Foot tapping Negro

spirituals and songs of faith and love await

you during this non-denominational musical

presentation. The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.

Chaplain and Master Flower Show Judge, Bet­

ty Thompson, will continue the inspirational

theme with a message for the day.

o 9:30-10:30 am: Daffodil Seminar. Jaydee

Ager, Executive Director of the American Daffo­

dil Society and Former President ofThe Garden

Club of Georgia, Inc. will present a workshop

entitled "Daffodils are Golden'; incorporating

NGC's project "Golden Days': Considered an

expert on daffodil culture, Jaydee has been

raising and showing daffodils since she was a

teenager and will educate and entertain you
with her stories.

o 10:45-11:45 am: Creative Abstract De­

signs Seminar. Creativity will be blooming

during this design workshop when "Southern

Inspiration and Creativity Collide': The Design­

ers Club, a study club of Flower Show Judges

in Georgia, will present a program that is

guaranteed to inspire you to create "wild and

wonderful" designs that are "out of the box"!

Coordinated by Cookie Roland, Barbara Crank

and Gretchen Collins, mechanics, compon!'nl"

and interpretations of the desi!ln~ will he dIo.

cussed.
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NGC Convention Tours

Continued from pg. 25

• 12:00-2:00 pm: Regional Luncheons

with a great program for each region.

• 7:15-10:00 pm: Awards Banquet

Proposed Tours for
NGC Convention

Tuesday, May 11, 2010

Tour A 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM GEORGIA GEMS ­

Callaway Gardens & Warm Springs - You will

experience a wonderful Georgia day as you

travel to an unforgettable destination, Calla­

way Gardens. Callaway is 2,500 acres of natural

woodlands, cool lakes, tranquil gardens and

winding trails nestled in the rolling west Geor­

gia foothills of the Appalachian Mountains .

Its mission is to preserve the region's natural

beauty and native plant life. Getting there is

half the fun, as you drive through scenic Geor­

gia countryside making a stop at FDR'sLittle

White House at Warm Springs. Once at Calla­

way, natural wonders will amaze and delight

you. After lunch, you will tour the John A. Sib­

ley Horticultural Center, a unique garden and

greenhouse complex 10 years in the making.

It is the perfect garden because something

is always in bloom. You will also see the Cecil

B. Day Butterfly Center, the largest free flight,

glass-enclosed conservatory in North America

for the display of living butterflies. Flights of

fancy await you in the Center where 1,000

tropical butterflies, representing more than 50

different species, flutter freely through the air.

Tropical plants and birds, including enchanting

hummingbirds, reside peacefully with the col­

orful winged jewels. $98

Wednesday, May 12,2010

• Tour B 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM THE GOOD LIFE

IN ATLANTA - Margaret Mitchell House, Fox

Theiltre ilnd Buckhead Homes - Today you will

experience the "good life" in Atlanta as you ex­

plore Buckhead, the FoxTheatre and Margaret

Mitchell's House. The day begins as you enjoy a

26 • (jarderz, (jat=ayw

driving tour of Buckhead, Atlanta's premier res­

idential and shopping district. It will include a

tour of Georgia's elegant Governor's Mansion, a

stunning example of Classical Revival architec­

ture. This 1968 mansion, the home of Georgia's

Chief Executive and his family, is filled with an

extensive collection of federal period furniture

and Aubusson carpets. Next, enjoy a wonder­

ful Southern lunch at Anthony's. The best of

old and new Atlanta will be yours as you em­

bark on a time trip featuring the finest cuisine

this side of the Mason-Dixon Line. Anthony's

is a rare example of an authentic Antebellum

plantation home. Following lunch, you will

head into Midtown for a visit to the Margaret

Mitchell House. Enjoy a spectacular visit to

one of Atlanta's favorite attractions, Margaret

Mitchell's "Dump': This is the home she lived

in with her husband while writing the world

famous book Gone With the Wind in 1926.

The building houses exhibits, a gift shop and
a museum. Continue on Peachtree Street and

experience the charm of one of the last sur­

viving grand movie palaces, the Fabulous Fox

Theatre originally built as a Shrine Temple. This

Moorish masterpiece rivals the interior of King

Tut's tomb. With more than $1 million worth of

gilt overlay, it houses priceless works of art and

breathtaking architecture. Walk through the

theater where countless millions have been

entertained over its 60 plus year history. $113
• Tour C 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM HISTORIC TREA­

SURES - Oakland Cemetery and the Wren's

Nest - Guests will have the opportunity to ex­

plore Oakland Cemetery on a guided walking

tour. Discover the period gardens, history, cus­

toms, architecture, and art that give Oakland

its distinctive character. Oakland is a museum

of Atlanta's history with over 70,000 stories to

tell--stories filled with victories and tragedies,

both beautiful and stunning. Several mauso­

leums feature stained glass windows from

Tiffany Studios. Bronze urns over six feet high

were cast at Gorham Factory in New York, the

first art foundry in America. After the 2008

tornado damage, Atlanta area garden clubs

have been active in significant restoration in

the area. Then on to the home of Joel Chandler

Harris, author of the Uncle Remus Tales. More

commonly known as the Wren's Nest, today it

is the oldest house museum in Atlanta. Largely

unchanged since Harris's death, the historic

home contains the original Harris furnishings

as well as the original paint colors. It is an ex­

cellent and rare example of the early Victorian

Queen Anne style in the Atlanta area. After a

delightful storyteller, Southern hospitality

is on the menu for lunch at Mary Mac's Tea

Room. Mary Mac's has been serving genera­

tions of Atlantans family-style comfort food

since 1945. $91

• Tour D 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM COVINGTON'S

MANSIONS AND MAGNOLIAS - Be carried

away to ages past; back to the time of man­

sions and magnolias. Atlanta is the progressive

leader of the Southeast, but her roots lie deep

in the traditions and heritage ofthe Old South .

Leave the shade of some of the world's most

innovative and awesome skyscrapers and go

east to the town of Covington. Now a suburb

of Atlanta, Covington's history goes back to
the Creek Indians whose nation was once cen­

tered in the area. The coming of the railroad in

1844 brought prosperity to the town, which

flourished as a trading center for planters and

farmers in the era when cotton was king. Those

who prospered from "King Cotton" built large,

impressive homes, three of which you will visit

today. These beautiful and historic homes may

include Sandtown (c. 1840), a stately Antebel­

lum brick house; Burge Plantation (c. 1809),
a white columned home filled with an excel­

lent collection of art and treasures; and Mount

Pleasant (c. 1830), a former plantation home

surrounded by beautiful period gardens. These

fine homes have been beautifully maintained

and are decorated in keeping with the styles of

their era. All are private homes, with the own-

ers serving as your guide at each. Lunch will

be served at the Blue Willow Inn, a charming

restaurant house in a turn ofthe century Greek

revival mansion. Here you can help yourself to

the all-you-can-eat Southern buffet. You will

not want to miss trying fried green tomatoes.

$89

Thursday, May 13, 2010

• Tour E 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM A GREAT BEGIN­

NING - The Day in Athens - Today tour-goers

will board the bus for a full-day trip to Athens
to tour the State Botanical Garden and The

Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. Headquarters

House, furnished with period antiques and

collectibles. A catered lunch on Headquarters

beautiful china will be an elegant Southern

meal to remember. Following lunch, a walking

tour of Vince Dooley's Garden, Founders Me­

morial Garden and Smoke House, the Univer­

sity of Georgia Trial Gardens, and a drive past

the house on Prince Avenue where the garden

club movement began is planned. $89
• Tour F 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM A TASTE OF THE

PEACH - Prepare yourself for an exciting taste

of Atlanta. This city tour will introduce you to

the sprawling metropolis locals fondly call

"The Big Peach': Relax as your experienced

guide acquaints you with the city's history-­

from its fiery past to its exciting future. You will

learn how Atlanta grew from the destruction

of the Civil War era to the dramatic destina­

tion chosen to host the 1996 Olympic Games.

Catch a glimpse of Peachtree Center, Georgia's

gold-domed State Capitol, the Georgia World

Congress Center, the Georgia Dome, Philips

Arena, Centennial Olympic Park, CNN Center

and more. You will also drive through the Mar­

tin Luther King, Jr. Historic District on "SWI'e!

Auburn Avenue" and pilSSby the MI K (('IIIi'I,
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